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Mrs. SCHROEDER. Madam Speaker,

the other side of the aisle keeps stand-
ing up and talking about MediScare,
MediScare. The Democrats are scaring
people. Well, the Democrats are not
scaring people, it is their side of the
aisle that scares people.

Luckily the American people have
two ears and a brain. When they hear
the other side of the aisle constantly
saying the Medicare trust fund is in
trouble, the Medicare trust fund is in
trouble, so we are going to cut it $274
billion, would that not scare you? Who-
ever said that you are going to help a
trust fund by gutting a trust fund?
Then they get angry when they find
that the reason they are gutting the
trust fund, the reason they are taking
money out of their trust fund is to plug
holes in the budget caused by the huge
tax breaks for the fat cats that funded
their campaign. That would scare me.
That should scare you.

I think the American people are right
on. When they have 1.4 percent taken
out of their check every single pay-
check and their employer adding the
same thing to the trust fund, they
want that trust fund to deal with fu-
ture needs of seniors, not to help fat
cats be able to bail out of the tax sys-
tem.
f

PRESERVE MEDICARE
(Mr. HOKE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOKE. Madam Speaker, where is
the credibility on this issue? Let us go
back to 1993, the last time we had any
votes on Social Security. My friends on
the other side of the aisle cut Social
Security by $2 billion, $2 billion that
they took out of the paychecks of So-
cial Security recipients.

What have we done on this side of the
aisle since the beginning of the 104th
Congress with respect to seniors’ is-
sues? We have done two very important
things. No. 1 is we, in fact, restored
that $25 billion cut to Social Security
recipients, and we also lifted the earn-
ings test on the limitation for earned
income for senior citizens.

We have the credibility on this issue.
The trustees of the President have
made it clear that the Medicare trust
fund cannot sustain the system. We do
not have enough money on it. It is
going broke. If we do not do something
to strengthen, improve, save, preserve
Medicare, we will not have a Medicare.
Heavenly days, is it not our respon-
sibility, is it not your responsibility to
join in this effort to preserve Medicare.

f

DODGING THE FACTS ABOUT
MEDICARE CUTS

(Mr. OLVER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. OLVER. Madam Speaker, Repub-
licans are dodging the facts about their
Medicare cuts. Let me give some of
those fact.

Fact No. 1, the Republicans will cut
Medicare by $270 billion. No. 2, Repub-
licans cut that Medicare to give $245
billion in tax breaks, mostly to people
who do not need them, people making
over $100,000 a year, and you guessed it,
all Members of Congress are in that
category. Fact No. 3, drastic cuts in
Medicare will make health care too ex-
pensive for many seniors.

Madam Speaker, we are not talking
about just a little increase in out-of-
pocket costs, we are talking about dou-
ble the deductibles, double the pre-
miums, and huge new copayments for
services like home care. If seniors can-
not afford to pay that much more, they
must ration their health care or simply
go without needed care.

The last fact, Madam Speaker, the
Republican plan is that simple and it is
that real.

f

MEDICARE

(Mr. KIM asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. KIM. Madam Speaker, this is a
report released by the Medicare board
of trustees. By the way, three of these
trustees are from President Clinton’s
own Cabinet. The report is shocking. I
found out that the Medicare trust fund
would be bankrupt in 7 years.

Second, I found out from this report
that there is tremendous waste and
fraud in this Medicare Program that
we Republicans recognize this Medi-
care crisis with. We have rolled up our
sleeves and are working on a 7-year
plan to save Medicare from bank-
ruptcy.

Even our own President Clinton rec-
ognized the crisis. He has offered a 10-
year program to save Medicare from
bankruptcy.

It amazes me that they keep attack-
ing us saying that we are cutting.
There is nothing to cut. We are not
cutting anything, we are trying to
eliminate waste and fraud.

So I got hold of their copy, what kind
of a plan they are offering. Here it is,
the Democrat plan to save Medicare.
Nothing. Blank. They have no idea,
they have no plan to save Medicare
from bankruptcy, except attacking, at-
tacking, and bashing. I think it is a
shame.

f

REPUBLICAN PROPOSAL TO
PRIVATIZE MEDICARE

(Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam
Speaker, the Republican leadership has
misled Americans with their proposal
to reform Medicare. ‘‘Reform’’ means
to ‘‘make something better’’ not
‘‘make it worse.’’

The Republicans’ idea of reform is to
dismantle Medicare and limit choice by

herding seniors into private managed
care, requiring seniors to pay more in
out-of-pocket expenses, while receiving
less in vital health care services.

Seniors have more health needs.
It is very unlikely HMO’s will enroll

seniors without raising premiums or
restricting hospital stays, medical
testing, and prescriptions.

Paying more to receive less services
is not making the system better.

Also, instead of using the Medicare
savings to improve the health care sys-
tem, the Republican reformers will
take $270 billion from Medicare to pay
for a $245 billion tax cut for the
wealthy.

The goal of the Republican Medicare
plan is clear: Raid Medicare and put
our Nation’s seniors at risk to pay for
tax breaks that make the wealthy
more healthy.

f

ECONOMICALLY TARGETED
INVESTMENTS

(Mr. JONES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, because
President Clinton knows that he will
never have the support of the Repub-
lican Congress to raise taxes, in order
to fund his social projects and hand-
outs, he is dipping into the $3.5 trillion
in private pension funds. The Clinton
administration and his Department of
Labor are encouraging pension fund
managers all over the country to in-
vest in economically targeted invest-
ments, or ETI’s. ETI’s are the adminis-
tration’s new scheme for harnessing
private pension funds for social invest-
ment projects.

The American people should be able
to sleep at night knowing that their re-
tirement money is invested to give
them the safest and most lucrative re-
turn possible. Their retirement money
should not be improperly risked in
ETI’s. Madam Speaker, we must keep
the Clinton administration’s hands off
America’s pensions.

f

TRIBUTE TO LENORE DONNELLY

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, today
I rise to say thank you and pay tribute
to the historic career of Mrs. Lenore
Donnelly, originally of Worcester, MA,
now of Virginia, who, for the last 10
years, has served this House with dis-
tinction, vivacity, good humor, and
professionalism as Chief of Pages on
the Democratic side of the aisle. Today
is her last official day in this capacity
as she retires to pursue family and per-
sonal interests.

Lenny came to Washington to work
for Senator John F. Kennedy in the
Presidential campaign in 1959 and later
became a member of his White House
staff. She served in helping to arrange
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